
11 Briton Hill Road, Sanderstead, CR2 0JG

A watercolour showing 11 Briton Hill Road c 1990.  The building is as built  except for the
extension completed in sympathetic style in the late 1980s (seen on the right)
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Introduction

11 Briton Hill Road is a cedar clad wood-framed house in the American Craftsman style, a
style which had resonance in Britain at a time when post first world war home construction
was accelerating and many chalet bungalows associated with this style were being con-
structed.  Whilst this house is of North American origin it is likely that the particular design
was specifically for the UK market.  Previous owners including the current one have in-
formed the applicant that the house was constructed in kit form in Canada and shipped to
England to be erected at the Ideal Home Exhibition.  Evidence concerning the date of con-
struction indicates that this would have been at one of the first two exhibitions following the
resumption after the First World War from 1920.  Ideal Home Exhibition catalogues for
1920 and 1921 are not available with the run of catalogues in the V&A Archives but we be-
lieve it must have been exhibited in one of these years.  Following the exhibition the house
was sold and re-erected on its current site, the construction being completed in 1922(1).

Historical Interest

In the years following the First World War housing stock was at a low ebb.  David Lloyd
George, conscious of the housing problems faced when troops returned from active duty,
promised a “land fit for heroes”.  A surge of council housing and a sharp upturn in private
development ensued, aimed at changing a population 80% of whom rented accommoda-
tion into a country of home owners.

This was a period when at the higher end, the Arts and Crafts influence was still present.
Equally, methods of increasing the housing stock quickly, including the use of pre-fabri-
cated homes, were being experimented with.  11 Briton Hill Road is very much part of
these trends.  

Research undertaken by the applicant indicates that the house was manufactured by the
Alladin Company of Bay City, Michigan.  Alladin by 1919 operated 9 mills in North America,
three of them in Canada (2).  Alladin became the largest kit home company in both USA
and Canada and was the only American kit home company to export outside North Amer-
ica  (even the mighty Sears Group confined itself to the USA (3)).  A short history of Alladin
is given at Appendix 1.

Architectural interest

11 Briton Hill Road is a prefabricated wood-framed kit home in the American Craftsman
style, though of a design possibly adapted slightly for the prevailing British market.  The
American Arts and Crafts movement shared the British movement's reform philosophy, en-
couraging originality, simplicity of form, local natural materials, and the visibility of handi-
craft, but distinguished itself, particularly in the Craftsman Bungalow style, with a goal of
ennobling modest homes for a rapidly expanding middle class.  Surviving kit homes from
the 1920s period have a considerable following in America, thus the considerable web
presence e.g. www.arts-crafts.com, www.antiquehomestyle.com, www.searsarchives.com.

Some technical details from the manufacturer’s catalogue are set out in Appendix 3.  No-
table features include the prefabricated wood-frame construction and the external cedar
shingle cladding.  Apart from the method of construction, Alladin Houses, such as the
Georgia and the Strathmore shown in Appendix 2, share features with 11 Briton Hill Road
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including the protruding gables supported by triangular brackets, and the charming cov-
ered stoop or porch over the entrance door.  

The roof and tile hung panels are made of cedar.  At either end of the house are two brick
built and rendered chimney breasts. The internal surfaces of the house are lathe and plas-
ter, and again the lathes were of cedar wood. 

It is believed that with one notable exception there are very few surviving Alladin Homes in
Britain.  The exception is the Austin Village near Longbridge, Birmingham.  This village,
now a conservation area, comprises 252 prefabricated Alladin kit homes imported in 1917
by Herbert Austin to house munitions workers. (See Appendix 4).  The building at 11 Briton
Hill Road is of a higher quality and was designed to attract professional and middle class
people into home ownership.

Notes:

1 The completion date has been established through searches of the land registry    
(the land was conveyed in 1920), local directories and electoral rolls.

2 Richard Harris:  Building the market, the Rise in the Home Improvement Market 
1914-1960 (University of Chicago Press, 2012)  p103

3 Harris, op cit, pp 103-4
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Appendix 1:  The Aladdin Company (sourced from Wikipedia)

Origins

Aladdin was founded by two brothers, W. J. Sovereign and O. E. Sovereign in Bay City,
Michigan after W. J. observed the success of the Brooks Boat Mfg. Co. in selling knock-
down boats. The company began by selling boat houses, garages and summer cottages.
Almost immediately the company was also involved in the Canadian market, and eventu-
ally opened a branch office in the prestigious Canadian Pacific Building in Toronto, and 
several other regional offices in Canada. 

Boom years

Aladdin quickly expanded to become one of largest mail-order house companies. By 1915
sales surpassed $1 million. In 1918 Aladdin alone accounted for 2.37 percent of all hous-
ing starts in the United States, around 1,800 homes. The company's greatest success
came from sales to industries which constructed company towns around new plants,
mines and mills. The town of Hopewell, Virginia was largely developed by the DuPont
Company using Aladdin homes. In 1917 Aladdin shipped 252 houses to Birmingham, Eng-
land for the Austin Motor Company who built Austin Village to house workers for munitions,
tank and aircraft manufacture during World War I.  (See Appendix 3).  Alladin shipped
homes to England, Liberia, Australia, Tahiti, and Switzerland, giving rise to the claim that
“the sun never sets on an Alladin home”.

Decline

Aladdin began the development of a planned community called Aladdin City in southern
Miami-Dade County, Florida, during the Florida land boom of the 1920s. The collapse of
the boom not long after construction had begun proved disastrous. Aladdin's output fell
below 1000 homes in 1928 on the eve of the Great Depression, and never recovered. It
exited the Canadian market in 1952.[2] The company continued to produce catalogues,
and maintained sales of a few hundred homes per year through the 1960s. During the
1970s sales fell further and by 1982 the company ceased manufacturing. The company
ceased all operations in 1987.

In 2014, the Aladdin Company was re-established and the new owner has re-registered
the original Company Trademark

Contributions

The Aladdin Company, along with other catalogue-home businesses played a key role in
providing affordable housing to Americans in the period between the turn of the twentieth
century and World War II. It also made key advancements in the prefabrication of housing
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which would enable the post-war housing boom. Finally, it helped to propagate prefer-
ences across the U.S. and Canada for common architectural styles such as the Crafts-
man, Bungalow, Four-Square and Cape Cod homes.

Appendix 2 - Illustrations of some Aladdin House types in Craftsman 
style from original catalogues

Source:  Online catalogues at 

https://www.cmich.edu/library/clarke/ResearchResources/Michigan_Material_Local/Bay_Ci
ty_Aladdin_Co/Catalogs/Pages/default.aspx
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Appendix 3 – A small technical extract from Aladdin Catalogues
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Appendix 4 – Austin Village Conservation Area in Longbridge, 
Birmingham

Austin Village is a First World War housing estate of prefabs between Longbridge and
Northfield, Birmingham.

Herbert Austin, who created the Austin Motor Company at Longbridge in 1905, had to take
on more workers during the First World War when his factory became involved in making
tanks and aircraft. In 1917, he built a new estate for his employees in Turves Green on
land bought for £7,750. He imported 200 red cedar wood pre-fabricated bungalows from
the Aladdin Company, Bay City, Michigan, USA.[1] They were shipped across the Atlantic
and survived potential loss by U-boat attack. These were erected with twenty-five conven-
tional brick-built semi-detached houses at intervals to create firebreaks.[1] They were fitted
with coke-fired central heating, gas cooker, gas water boiler, sink and drainer, and a bath-
room with bath.[2] The external size of the bungalows was 6.84 yards (6.25 m) wide by
11.75 yards (10.74 m) deep with an additional porch at the front and boiler room at the
rear. The three bedrooms were each 9 feet 7 inches (2.92 m) square. The brick houses
were also fitted with two gas fires.[2]

Two octagonal children's shelters were built in the islands in Rowan and Laburnum Way
but these have now gone.[2] Hawkesley Farm buildings were converted to a village hall
and club room.[2]

Mature trees were planted along the roads: Central Avenue, Hawkesley Crescent,
Hawkesley Drive, Coney Green Drive, Cypress Way, Cedar Way, Laburnum Way, Rowan
Way and Maple Way. The village was completed in eleven months and rented to Austin
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workers with seven in each bungalow and twelve in each house.[ 

A wooden Baptist church (now demolished) was built opposite the north end of Central
Drive and an Anglican church (Church of the Epiphany, now gone) was built on the corner 
of the Oak Walk.[3]

After the war the requirement for workers reduced and the bungalows sold. The estate is
now occupied and surrounded by conventional suburban housing. It forms the Austin Vil-
lage Conservation Area.[4]

1.   Birmingham - The Building of a City, Joseph McKenna, Tempus Publishing 
Ltd. 2005, ISBN 0-7524-3489-6

2.   The Austin Village, Austin Village Preservation Society, 2002, 
ISBN 0-9541312-0-7

3.    Austin Village Preservation Society, H. W. Mason, 1998

4.  Birmingham City Council - Austin Village Conservation Area
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